§§12-1 to 12-3

zations, transactions, operations, and activities
of the Commission as the Comptroller General
may require and the Comptroller General and
the duly authorized representatives of the
Comptroller General shall, for the purpose of se-
curing such information, have access to and the
right to examine any books, documents, papers,
or records of the Commission, except that in re-
ports the Comptroller General shall not include
data and information that would separately dis-
close the business transactions of any person
and trade secrets or names of customers, al-
though such data shall be provided upon request
by any committee of either House of Congress
acting within the scope of its jurisdiction.

(Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 369, §8, 42 Stat. 1003; June 15,
1936, ch. 545, §2, 49 Stat. 1491; Pub. L. 90-258,
§19(a), Feb. 19, 1968, 82 Stat. 32; Pub. L. 93-463,
title I, §103(a), (e), Oct. 23, 1974, 88 Stat. 1392;
Pub. L. 95-405, §16, Sept. 30, 1978, 92 Stat. 873;
Pub. L. 97444, title II, §222, Jan. 11, 1983, 96 Stat.
2309; Pub. L. 102-546, title II, §205, title III, §§304,
305, title IV, §402(7), Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 3600,
3623, 3624; Pub. L. 106-554, §1(a)(b) [title I,
§123(a)(18), title II, §253(a)], Dec. 21, 2000, 114
Stat. 2763, 2763A-410, 2763A-449.)

CODIFICATION

Section is based on section 8 of Act Sept. 21, 1922, as
amended generally by Pub. L. 95-405, §16. Prior to such
general amendment, section was comprised of the first
paragraph of section 8, and the second, third, and
fourth pars. of section 8 were classified to sections 12-1,
12-2, and 12-3 of this title, respectively.

Subsection (h), which required the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission to submit an annual report
to Congress detailing the operations of the Commis-
sion, terminated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to
section 3003 of Pub. L. 104-66, as amended, set out as a
note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance.
See, also, page 1568 of House Document No. 103-7.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 106-554, §1(a)(5) [title II,
§253(a)], added par. (3).

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106-554, §l(a)(b) [title I,
§123(a)(18)], in first sentence, substituted ‘‘registered
entity” for ‘‘board of trade’.

1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-546, §§205, 304(1), des-
ignated existing provisions as par. (1), inserted provi-
sions at end relating to disclosure of information re-
ceived from foreign futures authorities, and added par.
(2).

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102-546, §304(2), inserted at end
“This subsection shall not apply to the disclosure of
data or information obtained by the Commission from
a foreign futures authority.”

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 102-546, §305, inserted references
to foreign futures authority in fifth and last sentences.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 102-546, §402(7), substituted ‘‘sub-
poena’ for ‘‘subpena’ wherever appearing and ‘‘subpoe-
nas’’ for ‘‘subpenas’ in last sentence.

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-444, §222(1), inserted pro-
viso authorizing Commission to withhold from public
disclosure any data or information concerning or ob-
tained in connection with any pending investigation of
any person.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97-444, §222(2), inserted references
to receivership proceedings involving a receiver ap-
pointed in a judicial proceeding brought under this
chapter and to bankruptcy proceedings in which the
Commission has intervened or in which Commission
has right to appear and be heard under title 11.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 97-444, §222(3), struck out ‘‘of the
Executive Branch” after ‘““Upon the request of any de-
partment or agency’’ and inserted ‘‘Upon the request of

TITLE T—AGRICULTURE

Page 64

any department or agency of any State or any political
subdivision thereof, acting within the scope of its juris-
diction, or any department or agency of any foreign
government or any political subdivision thereof, acting
within the scope of its jurisdiction, the Commission
may furnish to such department or agency any infor-
mation in the possession of the Commission obtained in
connection with the administration of this chapter.
Any information furnished to any department or agen-
cy of any State or political subdivision thereof shall
not be disclosed by such department or agency except
in connection with an adjudicatory action or proceed-
ing brought under this chapter or the laws of such
State or political subdivision to which such State or
political subdivision or any department or agency
thereof is a party. The Commission shall not furnish
any information to a department or agency of a foreign
government or political subdivision thereof unless the
Commission is satisfied that the information will not
be disclosed by such department or agency except in
connection with an adjudicatory action or proceeding
brought under the laws of such foreign government or
political subdivision to which such foreign government
or political subdivision or any department or agency
thereof is a party.”’

Subsecs. (f), (g). Pub. L. 97-444, §222(5), added subsecs.
(f) and (g). Former subsecs. (f) and (g) were redesig-
nated (h) and (i), respectively.

Subsecs. (h), (i). Pub. L. 97-444, §222(4), redesignated
former subsecs. (f) and (g) as (h) and (i), respectively.

1978—Pub. L. 95-405 consolidated under this section
provisions formerly contained in this section and sec-
tions 12-1, 12-2, and 12-3 of this title, generally revised
provisions thus consolidated to clarify and expand dis-
closure to public of traders and their positions on
boards of trade, and divided provisions thus consoli-
dated and revised into subsecs. (a) to (g).

1974—Pub. L. 93-463 substituted ‘‘Commission” for
‘““‘Secretary of Agriculture’”, ‘it for ‘‘he’, ‘its” for
“his”, and “It” for “He”.

1968—Pub. L. 90-258 authorized investigations to as-
certain facts regarding operations of other persons sub-
ject to any provisions of this chapter.

1936—Act June 15, 1936, substituted ‘‘commodity’ for
‘“‘grain’ wherever appearing.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-444 effective Jan. 11, 1983,
see section 239 of Pub. L. 97-444, set out as a note under
section 2 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 95405 effective Oct. 1, 1978,
see section 28 of Pub. L. 95405, set out as a note under
section 2 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 93-463,
see section 418 of Pub. L. 93463, set out as a note under
section 2 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 90-258 effective 120 days after
Feb. 19, 1968, see section 28 of Pub. L. 90-258, set out as
a note under section 2 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1936 AMENDMENT

Amendment by act June 15, 1936, effective 90 days
after June 15, 1936, see section 13 of act June 15, 1936,
set out as a note under section 1 of this title.

§§12-1 to 12-3. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Sections 12-1 to 12-3 comprised the second, third, and
fourth pars., respectively, of section 8 of the Commod-
ity Exchange Act, Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 369, §8, 42 Stat.
1003. Such section 8 was amended generally by Pub. L.
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95-405, §16, Sept. 30, 1978, 92 Stat. 873, and is classified
in its entirety to section 12 of this title.

Section 12-1, as added Dec. 19, 1947, ch. 523, 61 Stat.
941; amended Feb. 19, 1968, Pub. L. 90-258, §19(b), 82
Stat. 32; Oct. 23, 1974, Pub. L. 93-463, title I, §103(a), (e),
(f), 88 Stat. 1392, related to disclosure of names of trad-
ers on commodity markets by Commission. See section
12(e) of this title.

Section 12-2, as added Oct. 23, 1974, Pub. L. 93-463,
title I, §105, 88 Stat. 1392, required an annual report to
Congress. See Codification note under section 12 of this
title.

Section 12-3, as added Oct. 23, 1974, Pub. L. 93-463,
title I, §105, 88 Stat. 1392, related to reviews and audits
by Comptroller General. See section 12(i) of this title.

§12a. Registration of commodity dealers and as-
sociated persons; regulation of registered en-
tities

The Commission is authorized—

(1) to register futures commission mer-
chants, associated persons of futures commis-
sion merchants, introducing brokers, associ-
ated persons of introducing brokers, commod-
ity trading advisors, associated persons of
commodity trading advisors, commodity pool
operators, associated persons of commodity
pool operators, floor brokers, and floor traders
upon application in accordance with rules and
regulations and in the form and manner to be
prescribed by the Commission, which may re-
quire the applicant, and such persons associ-
ated with the applicant as the Commission
may specify, to be fingerprinted and to sub-
mit, or cause to be submitted, such finger-
prints to the Attorney General for identifica-
tion and appropriate processing, and in con-
nection therewith to fix and establish from
time to time reasonable fees and charges for
registrations and renewals thereof: Provided,
That notwithstanding any provision of this
chapter, the Commission may grant a tem-
porary license to any applicant for registra-
tion with the Commission pursuant to such
rules, regulations, or orders as the Commis-
sion may adopt, except that the term of any
such temporary license shall not exceed six
months from the date of its issuance;

(2) upon notice, but without a hearing and
pursuant to such rules, regulations, or orders
as the Commission may adopt, to refuse to
register, to register conditionally, or to sus-
pend or place restrictions upon the registra-
tion of, any person and with such a hearing as
may be appropriate to revoke the registration
of any person—

(A) if a prior registration of such person in
any capacity has been suspended (and the
period of such suspension has not expired) or
has been revoked;

(B) if registration of such person in any ca-
pacity has been refused under the provisions
of paragraph (3) of this section within five
years preceding the filing of the application
for registration or at any time thereafter;

(C) if such person is permanently or tem-
porarily enjoined by order, judgment, or de-
cree of any court of competent jurisdiction
(except that registration may not be re-
voked solely on the basis of such temporary
order, judgment, or decree), including an
order entered pursuant to an agreement of

settlement to which the Commission or any
Federal or State agency or other govern-
mental body is a party, from (i) acting as a
futures commission merchant, introducing
broker, floor broker, floor trader, commod-
ity trading advisor, commodity pool opera-
tor, associated person of any registrant
under this chapter, securities broker, securi-
ties dealer, municipal securities broker, mu-
nicipal securities dealer, transfer agent,
clearing agency, securities information proc-
essor, investment adviser, investment com-
pany, or affiliated person or employee of any
of the foregoing or (ii) engaging in or con-
tinuing any activity where such activity in-
volves embezzlement, theft, extortion, fraud,
fraudulent conversion, misappropriation of
funds, securities or property, forgery, coun-
terfeiting, false pretenses, bribery, gam-
bling, or any transaction in or advice con-
cerning contracts of sale of a commodity for
future delivery, concerning matters subject
to Commission regulation under section 6c¢c
or 23 of this title, or concerning securities;

(D) if such person has been convicted with-
in ten years preceding the filing of the appli-
cation for registration or at any time there-
after of any felony that (i) involves any
transactions or advice concerning any con-
tract of sale of a commodity for future deliv-
ery, or any activity subject to Commission
regulation under section 6c¢ or 23 of this
title, or concerning a security, (ii) arises out
of the conduct of the business of a futures
commission merchant, introducing broker,
floor broker, floor trader, commodity trad-
ing advisor, commodity pool operator, asso-
ciated person of any registrant under this
chapter, securities broker, securities dealer,
municipal securities broker, municipal secu-
rities dealer, transfer agent, clearing agen-
cy, securities information processor, invest-
ment adviser, investment company, or an af-
filiated person or employee of any of the
foregoing, (iii) involves embezzlement, theft,
extortion, fraud, fraudulent conversion, mis-
appropriation of funds, securities or prop-
erty, forgery, counterfeiting, false pretenses,
bribery, or gambling, or (iv) involves the
violation of section 152, 1001, 1341, 1342, 1343,
1503, 1623, 1961, 1962, 1963, or 2314, or chapter
25, 47, 95, or 96 of title 18, or section 7201 or
7206 of title 26;

(E) if such person, within ten years preced-
ing the filing of the application or at any
time thereafter, has been found in a proceed-
ing brought by the Commission or any Fed-
eral or State agency or other governmental
body, or by agreement of settlement to
which the Commission or any Federal or
State agency or other governmental body is
a party, (i) to have violated any provision of
this chapter, the Securities Act of 1933 [15
U.S.C. T7a et seq.], the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934 [15 U.S.C. 78a et seq.], the Public
Utility Holding Company Act of 1935, the
Trust Indenture Act of 1939 [15 U.S.C. T7aaa
et seq.], the Investment Advisers Act of 1940
[156 U.S.C. 80b-1 et seq.], the Investment

1See References in Text note below.
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